Socratic Seminar Guidelines

What is a Socratic Seminar?

A Socratic seminar is a way teaching of founded by the Greek philosopher Socrates.
Socrates believed that students learn best by asking questions. It is the teacher’s job to
moderate the discussion iristead of lead the discussion.

Why do we have a Socratic Seminar?

Socratic Seminars help us engage a text in class. The thought process is when we work
together to understand a text it will help everyone’s understanding,

What do we do to prepare for the seminar?

The day prior to the seminar you will be given a Socratic Seminar prep sheet. Your jobis
to complete steps 1 — 4 for homework, It is essential you read the text and prepare
yourself with important questions and quotations.

What type of questions should I ask during the seminar?
There are three levels of questions. You should come up with a minimum of 1 question
per level.
* LevelI (Comprehension Questions): Questions that help you understand the
story.
Please use the following questior stems:
B Can you state, in your own words...
B Can you describe...
82  Can you defend your position. ..
B Can you summarize the information. ..

* Levelll (Interpretative Questions): These are critical thinking questions that
require evidence from the text.

Please use the following question stems:

o Explainhow...

8 Explain why ...

B Interpret the reasons ...

Compare and contrast ...

B Connect and explain ...

* Level III (Application Questions): These are critical thinking questions that
connect the text to the outside world.

Please use the following question stems:

B Imagine ...

# What would happen if ...?

B Hypothesize ...

&% Theorize..,




Name
Seminar Date:

Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheet

Title:
Author:
Part Discussing (if applicable):

Please write the prompt to the Socratic Seminar in the box.

Step 1: Read the text looking for quotations that catch your interest.
Step 2: Please summarize the text:




Step 3: Write down any lines, quotes, excerpts, or phrases you found interesting, {mportant, or
just caught your attention.:

Page # Quotation
1.

Step 4: Write three questions about the reading. (See the attached Level Questions Worksheet for
guidance).
Level 1 (Comprehension Question);

Level 2 (Application Question):
Level 3 (Synthesis Question):

Step 5: After the completion of the seminar, write down a summary of what you learned from the

discussion in a paragraph. (\ou could St with e * Ay Seot l-’i-hbuﬁwt".. oy out reu Hinink
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Key Ideas Evidence (A minimum of 2 Interpretation
text exampies)

Question:

Key ldeas Evidence (A minimum of 2 Interpretation

text examples)




SOCRATIC SEMINAR FOR: {m\”‘«_

Question:
Key Ideas Evidence {A minimum of 2 Interpretation
text examples)
a
Question:
Key Ideas Evidence (A minimum of 2 Interpretation

text examples)




Socratic Seminar Rubric for Individual Participants

Name ' Semmar Text

Student Robric)

Exemplary (“l’)
e " reads closely, takes notes, and develops high-level questions before the seminar

uses prepared text, notes, and questions to contribute to the d.laloguc
- moves the conversation forward

asks for clarification when needed

asks probing questions for higher level thizking

speaks to all participants and is heard clearly

thinks before answering

refers directly to the text

makes connections to other speakers

builds on others’ comments

considers all opinions

writes down thoughts and questions

listens actively

demonstrates patience and respect toward others’ opinions/ideas

Competent (3>
o comes prepared with marked text, notes, and questions
contributes. to the dialogue
responds to questions
refers to text
offers interesting ideas
asks questions
takes notes
pays attention
is respectful of others” ideas -

Developmg (&)

comes with some text preparation

emphasizes own ideas; may lean toward debate rather than dialogue
ideas not always connected

refers to text

repeats some ideas

asks a few questions and/or questions are 1ower level

takes some notes

loses track of conversation

judges others® ideas

Needs Improvement (13
¢ doesnot partmpate of participation is inappropriate
repeats same ideas
few or 0o notes taken
no questions asked
seems lost/overwhelmed with the seminar
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Socratic Seminar Observation Checklist

- Your Name: | Partner’s Name:

Directions: Each time your partner does one of the following put a check in the box.

Speaks in the discussion

AN I N I

Makes eye contact with other speakers or as she/he speaks

Refers to the text

Asks a new or follow-up question

Responds to another speaker

N N N N I A O

- Paraphrases and adds to another speaker’s ideas

I N N N N Y I I

Encourages another participant to speak

AN I N N A A I R O

Interrupts another speaker

[ O O O O

Engages in side conversation

A N N N N N O

DPominates the conversation

N N N N A I A O

AFTER the discussion: What is the most interesting thing your partner said?

~ | AFTER the discussion: What would you like to have said in the discussion?




